











U.S. Space Policy (Cont.)

* For the purposes of minimizing debris and preserving the space
environment for the responsible, peaceful, and safe use of all users, the
United States shall

— Lead the continued development and adoption of international and
industry standards and policies to minimize debris, such as the United
Nations Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines;

— Develop, maintain, and use space situational awareness (SSA)
information from commercial, civil, and national security sources to
detect, identify, and attribute actions in space that are contrary to
responsible use and the long-term sustainability of the space
environment;

— Continue to follow the United States Government Orbital Debris
Mitigation Standard Practices, consistent with mission requirements
and cost effectiveness, in the procurement and operation of spacecraft,
launch services, and the conduct of tests and experiments in space;

— Pursue research and development of technologies and techniques,
through the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and the Secretary of Defense, to mitigate and
remove on-orbit debris, reduce hazards, and increase understanding of
the current and future debris environment


















UNCOPUOS Legal Subcommittee

International Mechanisms for Cooperation

 Agenda item entitled ‘Review of International
Mechanisms for Cooperation in the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space’

— Co-sponsored by: China, Ecuador, Japan, Peru, Saudi
Arabia and the United States

— 5 year work plan to begin in 2013

— LSC will take stock of the various mechanisms employed by
Member States to conduct international collaboration with
a view to identifying common principles and procedures.

— Helpful to Member States as they choose relevant
mechanisms to facilitate future cooperative endeavors,
particularly for long-term sustainability of space activities.



International Mechanisms for
Cooperation (Cont.)

 The multi-year work plan:

— Year 1: Exchange of information on the range of existing
international space cooperation mechanisms;

— Year 2: Continue exchange of information, establish working
group, request Secretariat to prepare a report categorizing
the range of cooperation mechanisms;

— Year 3: Exchange of additional information, taking into
account the report by the Secretariat. Request the
Secretariat to prepare a report identifying the legal issues
commonly addressed in existing agreements;

— Year 4: Working group reviews the report by the Secretariat
and begins drafting its report

— Year 5: Working Group finalizes its report.



